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The full Beaver Supermoon reached it 's peak 
illumination on Friday, 11/15.  This is the fourth and 
final Supermoon of 2024.
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CALENDAR
Decem ber

1      Sun  2 pm  
        Tsukinamisai - last service of 2024

TBD
         Cleanup and setup in the Hall

26    Thurs  8:30 am  - 4 pm
         Early Hatsumode (Personal Worship) 
         Early Omamori Selection (In the Hall) Public is welcome 

31     Tues  8:30 am  - 4 pm  (Closed 4 pm - 8:30 pm)
                    8:30 pm  -  2 am  (Closed 2 am - 8:30 am)

         11:30 pm  (Int ernal)
         Toshikoshi no O-harae Yearend Purification Ritual

1/1/2025   Wed  8:30 am  - 4 pm
         Hatsumode  -  Omamori available in the hall
         Free shut t le f rom  Far r ingt on High School available:
         12/31  Tues 11:45 pm - (1/1) 2 am
         1/1  Wed  8:30 am  4 pm        

"The veterans of our military 
services have put their lives 
on the line to protect the 
freedoms that we enjoy.  
They have dedicated their 
lives to their country and 
deserve to be recognized for 
their commitment." 

                          ~Judd Gregg
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Mahalo Nui Loa volunteers!  

We couldn't have blessed the 
children this Shichigosan season 
without you -- the heart and soul of 
the shrine's events!  Thank you for 
whole-heartedly embracing our 
mission to share the endearing 
traditions of Shichigosan, Jusan Mairi 
and Totose no Oiwai with the     
greater community.

It isn't easy to work in the same spirit 
week after week.  

We would like to express our 

heartfelt thanks to Hanayagi Dancing 
Academy instructors, students and 
to all who have devoted their time 
and energies with their highest 

commitment. 

Please mark your                  
calendars for our                       
2025 Shichigosan, 
Totose no Oiwai and 
Jusan Mairi blessings

  10/26 - 11/16

Online 
Reservations will           
be available from 
9/1/2025 at 
www.jinja.us

              



The shrine received a call from 
someone inquiring about 
Japanese money envelopes. 

They were on their way to Japan 
to attend a relative's wedding 
and was unsure as to which 
envelope to use for their 
monetary gift.

Japanese envelopes are adorned 
with Mizuhiki knots.  

Mizuhiki is made of washi paper 
that is twisted into very thin and 
strong cords.

This paper cord was first 
imported into Japan in the 7th 
century from China and used 
primarily  in the imperial court.

Mizuhiki was used by the 
aristocrats for centuries until the 
Edo period (1600 - 1868), where it 
became accessible to the general 
populace.  

Mizuhiki was also used by both 
men  and women as hair 
accessories.  It is still being used 
by Sumo wrestlers to tie their 
hair.

Mizuhiki comes in a variety of 
colors, however the traditional 
ones are red, white, gold, silver, 
black and white.

There are basic rules that must 
be followed when using Japanese 
envelopes with Mizuhiki.

In Japan, giving money directly 
without an envelope is impolite.

Envelopes are used in the vertical 
format - - not horizontal in the 
West, to give monetary gifts for 
weddings, funerals and other 
occasions.

Envelopes for happy occasions 
are called Shugi bukuro and is 
used at weddings and other 

happy occasions. It is usually 
adorned with a Mizuhiki knot 
signifying the occasion.

Condolence money is placed in a 
Koden bukuro.

The most common type of 
Mizuhiki used for happy 
occasions such as weddings is 
called Awaji musubi - - a knot that 
symbolizes a long and mutually 
beneficial bond.  

This is said to look like the waves 
off Awaji Island and is used for 
one-time occasions that are 
happy and auspicious.   

The cut ends facing up 
symbolizes an event that should 
not be repeated twice, such as 
weddings.  Thus it is also used 

MIZUHIKI



At some p's ground covering.

MIZUHIKI
for speedy recoveries from illness.

Another knot used for one-time 
celebrations is the Musubi-kiri or 
tight single knot.  A tight single 
knot is said to be difficult to untie, 
like the bonds that are formed in 
marriage.

Another Mizuhiki used for happy 
occasions is the Cho musubi or the 
butterfly knot.

The Cho musubi is easy to untie via 
a string pull and can be tied and 
untied multiple times.  As such, it 
is often used for repeated 
celebrations such as births, 
seasonal gifts, anniversaries, etc. 

Colors of the Mizuhiki are also 

important indicators of the type of 
occasion.

Red & White is used for weddings 
and other auspicious occasions.

Gold and Silver Mizuhiki is used for 
milestone birthdays such as Koki 
and Beiju, engagements and 
general celebrations.

Black and white are used for 
funerals as is Silver and silver, 
which is usually reserved for 
condolence gifts of larger 
amounts.

Yellow and white and Blue and 
white are used for Shinto or 
Christian funerals.

There are 5 Mizuhiki cords to tie 
the knot, with the darker colored 
Mizuhiki cord on the right side.

Kawaii Baby

Rev. Takizawa holds a calm 
and content Kyle Kaishu - - 
Bryson and Reiko Goda's 
first born and greatest joy!

Kyle was born in Tokyo and 
has a great temperament, 
easily adapting to new 
situations.

Blessings to Kyle and his 
family.



MAINTENANCE
Mahalo Nui to Mike Lee for plugging 
the windows of the hall storage.

The three small windows were 
closed off with a water-proof 
low-expansion sealant foam to 
prevent the dust and pollution from 
H-1 Freeway to enter the storage 
room.  The sealant was later sanded 
for a smoother finish.

This is the 3rd case 
of open defecation 
on Olomea this 
month.

The shrine has 
struggled with a 
human feces 
problem for years, 
which has been 
escalating in recent 
months. 

The old hemp 
tassel for the bell's 
pull rope  was 
removed and a 
new one attached 
as part of the 
various 
preparations that 
are underway to 
welcome 2025.



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

TRAFFIC CONTROL (pass out 
flyers for offsite parking)

12/31  10 pm  -  2 am  (1/1)

1/1       8:30  am  - 4 pm

SAISEN  BOOTH (Give change,      
replenish Saisen)

12/29  8:30 am  - 4 pm

12/30  8:30 am  - 4 pm

12/31  8:30 am  - 4 pm

             8:30 pm  - 2 am  (1/1)

1/1       8:30 am  - 4 pm

1/2       8:30 am  - 4 pm

OMAMORI BOOTH (cashiers, 
baggers)

12/26   8:30 am  - 4 pm

12/27   8:30 am  - 4 pm

12/28   8:30 am  - 4 pm

12/29   8:30 am  - 4 pm

12/30   8:30 am  - 4 pm

12/31   8:30 am  - 4 pm

             8:30 pm  - 2 am  (1/1)

1/1       8:30 am  - 4 pm

1/2       8:30 am  - 4 pm

1/3       8:30 am  - 4 pm

1/4       8:30 am  - 4 pm

1/5       8:30 am  - 4 pm

LOGISTICS CREW (assist Rev. 
Takizawa in a multitude of tasks)

12/31    8:30 am  - 12:30 pm

              9 pm  - 2 am  (1/1)

1/1        8 am  - 4 pm

1/2        8:30 am  - 4 pm

VOLUNTEER SERVICES (pack 
catered food for volunteer 
lunches, clean up after lunch)

1/1       9:30 am  - 1:30 pm

Any num ber  of  hours on any day(s) is deeply appreciat ed
Please cont act  Irene at  kot ohira@hawaiiant el.net
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