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Weddings are the most significant of life's rituals. A Shinto ceremony is a simple, yet solemn ritual filled with
cultural symbolism. The Shinto wedding ceremony is relatively new and began in 1900, after the wedding ceremony of
Emperor Taisho.

During the age of aristocracy, Muko-iri was the common marriage system in Japan. A bridegroom would
visit his bride every night at her home. Only after the birth of a child or the loss of his parents would the
bride be accepted as the wife in the man's home. Among common people labor power was an essential factor
to maintain a family. A bridegroom would live with his bride's family to offer his labor for a certain length of
time.

With the rise of Bushi warriors, the system of women marrying into men's families called Yome-iri was
gradually adopted and widely accepted by the 14th century. Under the feudal system, marriages were often
used as political and diplomatic approaches to maintaining peace and unity among feudal lords. Thus the
personal will of men and women for marriage was ignored in the face of family interests whilst the social
interaction of unmarried persons was denied. Marriages came to be arranged by, and for families and the role
of Nakodo (go-between) became very important in Japan.

The weddings and vow renewals all follow the same format below, with personalized prayers for each
couple.
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The priest will enter after everyone has taken their seats.
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Everyone is asked to stand and bow along with the priest, denoting the official start of the ceremony.
Norito
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ceremony to begin. A set of sake cups will be placed in front of the couple.
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The couple take turns sipping 3 times from cups of 3 sizes: small, medium and large
The first two times, the cup is raised to one’s lips. The sake is only drunk at the third sipping
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The couple will stand in front of the altar, bow once and read the Seishi or vow. Upon completion,
Seishi Sojo the groom or designated partner will place the Seishi on the table in front of them and the couple will
Iz bow twice, clap twice and bow once.
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The priest will hand the ring to the groom or one of the partners, who will place the ring on the bride
or other partner’s finger. Next, the bride or partner will place a ring on the groom or other partner’s
finger.
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Still standing, the couple will offer Tamagushi or sacred branch.

Take the branch (one hand should be facing upwards and the other downwards). Face the altar and
bow slightly once.

Step up to the table in front of the altar and bow slightly once more. Turn the branch clockwise, so
the stem is facing the altar, the leafy part toward yourself, and place it on the table. Bow twice
deeply. This is a formal show of respect for one another and affirmation that we are all
interconnected with other humans, animals and nature.

Place your hands together in front of your chest. Clap twice. Bow deeply once more. Step back and
return to your original position.

Tamagushi
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Shinzokuhai
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All in attendance drink sake in celebration of the marriage and the creation of new bonds.
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S Everyone stands and takes a last bow with the priest , denoting the end of the wedding or civil union
ceremony.
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