
    BIG JIM McCLAIN is  

a 1952 political thriller     

starring John Wayne and 

James Arness as House             

Un-American  Activities 

Committee  investigators 

hunting down communists 

in pre-Statehood Hawaii.  

     The two investigators   

go from elite resorts to               

Chinatown, the sunken            

remains of the battleship 

Arizona to Kalaupapa,           

Molokai.  

     Hawaii Kotohira Jinsha 

appears about 35 minutes into the movie, when John Wayne and James Arness visit the 

shrine to ask Reverend Ito (Kinai 

Ikuma) about Willie Nomaka, a 

Communist Party treasurer.    

     There are no records of Rev. 

Kinai Ikuma, as having served at 

Hawaii Kotohira Jinsha as chief 

priest, however it seems he assisted 

many shrines on Oahu by officiat-

ing at festivals and ceremonies.  

Rev. Ikuma was interned in Arizona 

and California during the war and                

returned to Hawaii in 1948. 

     The movie premiered at the 

Kuhio Theatre on August 28, 1952. 

     See a short clip of the movie on our website, under Event Videos or the full feature 

on YouTube at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNo7bxkEpEU 

John Wayne at the Shrine  
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View more shrine photos at www.flickr.com/photos/kotohira-dazaifu 
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Torii Gate Restoration 

      The shrine began restoration of the Torii gates on 

Kama Lane and Olomea Street. 

     On Friday, April 25, a temporary scaffolding was 

erected in front of the Kama Lane tori.  Rudy is seen on 

the right photo below, attaching a safety harness to the 

tori gate before embarking on the removal of rust  

     On April 26 - 30, holes were patched, primed and 

painted. Work on the Olomea Street torii began May 1.  

     The project was completed on May 3. See more 

Photos of the project at  

 http://www.e-shrine.org/toriiproject2014.html 

MAY BIRTHDAYS!!!  
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